WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

iV An information -processing apparatus comprising: 
fifc.st display control means for controlling a 
display of Bn icon hierarchy including a plurality of 
first icons on a first hierarchical layer, a plurality of 
second icons ork a second hierarchical layer at a level 
lower than said kirst hierarchical layer, a plurality of 
third icons on a tlaird hierarchical layer at a level 
lower than said second hierarchical layer and a plurality 
of fourth icons on a Xourth hierarchical layer at a level 
higher than said first hierarchical layer so as to 
exhibit an array of said\f irst icons as a column or a row 
on a screen and an array o:f said second icons as another 
column or another row on sam screen wherein: 

the number of said firat icons displayed on said 
screen and the number of said aecond icons displayed on 
said screen are determined by the size of a display area 
on said screen; and \ 

said array of said first ico\is and said array of 
said second icons are displayed on saJLd screen to form an 
array hierarchical structure; \ 

icon - specif ying means for specify^ig a desired icon 
from said first or second icons displayed\in said array 
hierarchical structure; and \ 
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icond display control means for changing said 
array hierarchical structure displayed on said screen so 
as to : 

display ^eaid third icons to replace said second 
icons in said arr^y hierarchical structure on said screen 
and display said second icons to replace said first icons 
in said array hierarchical structure on said screen when 
said icon - specif ying meks specifies one of said second 
icons in said array hierarchical structure; and 

display said fourth ilcons to replace said first 
icons in said array hierarchical structure on said screen 
and display said first icons to \eplace said second icons 
in said array hierarchical structure on said screen when 
said icon- specif ying means specif iesV one of said first 
icons in said array hierarchical structure. 

2 T^^n information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1 wherein sa^ird^irst to fourth icons may each 
represent a content or a cla*s>s of a content. 

3. feisinforination-processing apparatus according 
to claim 2, said apparatus further having reception means 
for receiving a contei^>t, a content class or information 
relevant to a content or relevant to a hierarchical layer 
of contents 

4. An information -processiW apparatus according 
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to oJ-aim 3, said apparatus further having third display 
control means for controlling said display so as to 
exhibi t\inf ormation relevant to an icon specified by said 
icon - specifying means or information relevant to a 
hierarchical layer to which said specified icon pertains. 

5. An\inf orma t ion -processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, said apparatus further having fourth display 
control means far controlling a display of a picture 
showing a route tb one of said second icons. 

6. An information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1 wherein Wid first control means is capable of 
controlling said disAlay so as to scroll said first and 
second icons when said\ di splayed icons are updated. 

7. An information-processing apparatus according 
to claim 1 wherein said icon - specif ying means is capable 
of specifying: \ 

an icon on a hierarchical layer at a level lower 
than a hierarchical layer specified by a cursor in 
accordance with an operation o^E a predetermined key for a 
first direction; \ 

an icon on a hierarchical layer at a level higher 
than a hierarchical layer specified by said cursor in 
accordance with an operation of a predetermined key for a 
second direction; and \ 
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an ucon on the same hierarchical layer specified by 
a cursor in\accordance with an operation of a 
predetermined\key for a third or fourth direction. 

8. An information -processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, said apparatus further having layer-count- 
acquiring means f or Nacquir ing the number of hierarchical 
layers to be displayed wherein said first control means 
is capable of controlling said display so as to exhibit 
icons pertaining to as m^ny hierarchical layers as 
indicated by said number c^f hierarchical layers to be 
displayed, which is acquire^ by said layer-count- 
acquiring means . 

An information -processing method comprises: 
a f\rst display step of controlling a display of an 
icon hierarchy including a plurality of first icons on a 
first hierarchical layer, a plurality of second icons on 
a second hierarchical layer at a level lower than said 
first hierarchical layeV a plurality of third icons on a 
third hierarchical layer a\ a level lower than said 
second hierarchical layer and\ plurality of fourth icons 
on a fourth hierarchical layer at\a level higher than 
said first hierarchical layer so as oo exhibit an array 
of said first icons as a column or a row\on a screen and 
an array of said second icons as another corumn or 
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another row on said screen wherein: 

ohe -number of said first icons displayed on said 
screen and the number of said second icons displayed on 
said screeA are determined by the size of a display area 
on said screerw and 

said array of said first icons and said array of 
said second icon^ are displayed on said screen to form an 
array hierarchical structure; 

an icon - specif ying step of specifying a desired 
icon from said first\or second icons displayed in said 
array hierarchical structure; and 

a second display^control step of changing said 
array hierarchical structure displayed on said screen so 
as to : 

display said third icons to replace said second 
icons in said array hierarchical structure on said screen 
and display said second icons to replace said first icons 
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in said array hierarchical structure on said screen when 
said icon- specif ying means specifies one of said second 
icons in said array hierarchical structure; and 

display said fourth icons to \eplace said first 
icons in said array hierarchical structure on said screen 
and display said first icons to replace\said second icons 
in said array hierarchical structure on said screen when 
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said icony specif ying means specifies one of said first 
icons in ^aid array hierarchical structure. 

10. A recording medium for storing a program to be 
executed by a ^computer to implement an information- 
processing method, which comprises: 

a first display control step of controlling a 
display of an icon\hierarchy including a plurality of 
first icons on a first hierarchical layer, a plurality of 
second icons on a second hierarchical layer at a level 
lower than said first hierarchical layer, a plurality of 
third icons on a third hierarchical layer at a level 
lower than said second hierarchical layer and a plurality 
of fourth icons on a fourth hierarchical layer at a level 
higher than said first hierarchical layer so as to 
exhibit an array of said first^ icons as a column or a row 
on a screen and an array of said second icons as another 
column or another row on said s\reen wherein: 

the number of said first icons displayed on said 
screen and the number of said secLd icons displayed on 
said screen are determined by the s\ize of a display area 
on said screen; and 

said array of said first icons\and said array of 
said second icons are displayed on said\ screen to form an 
array hierarchical structure; 
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an icon - speci f ying step of specifying a desired 
icon from saidVfirst or second icons displayed in said 
array hierarchical structure; and 

a second display control step of changing said 
array hierarchical structure displayed on said screen so 
as to : 

display said thiird icons to replace said second 
icons in said array hierarchical structure on said screen 
and display said second ico.ns to replace said first icons 
in said array hierarchical structure on said screen when 
said icon - speci f ying means specifies one of said second 
icons in said array hierarchical structure; and 

display said fourth icons Vo replace said first 
icons in said array hierarchical structure on said screen 
and display said first icons to replace said second icons 
in said array hierarchical structure on . said screen when 
said icon - speci f ying means specifies one\of said first 
icons in said array hierarchical structure^ 
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